
 

  

 

 

 

September 24, 2021 

Friday Footprints 
” Every man must leave a track and it might as well be a good one.” 

-Thomas Gilcrease 

Shan Goshorn’s Studio 

As you all know many Gillies contributed funds and purchased the Gold ‘n Values basket created by Shan 
Goshorn as a fitting gift for the Gilcrease Collection.  That generosity and sincere interest in Shan’s work in-
spired the idea to complete the spirit of the donation by securing the documentation for the basket.  If you 
were able to view the “Weaving History Into Art, The Enduring Legacy of Shan Goshorn” exhibit or are for-
tunate and have a copy of the catalogue you are very much aware of the meticulous research and exacting 
documentation she did for her artistic creations. 
 
Knowing that Mr. Gilcrease often collected artist’s correspondence, etc., as well as their art, Alana Trisler 
reached out to Shan’s husband, Tom Pendergraft (Gillie, 2016) with the idea of securing any notes or rec-
ords she kept for this work. He generously agreed that keeping her research and notes on the basket was a 
good idea and we were welcome to them….and perhaps also the records supporting the other basket wo-
ven by Shan in the Gilcrease collection, Sealed Fate. 
 
Alana Trisler and I had the distinct honor of spending an hour or so in the studio of Shan Goshorn to re-
trieve these files.  Her studio, just off the kitchen in a separate wing of their home, radiates with dappled 
natural light and through the windows is a view of a small but vibrant wildlife sanctuary. Alana and I (both 
supposedly organized librarians) were in awe of her “systems”….everything was organized, documented, 
had a purpose, was functional, flexible and intentional.   
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Tom showed us the large experimental basket she used while 
trying to figure out the necessary structure for the 2018 basket 
sculpture of the female form and the slightly worn looking 
“touch” basket they took to market because everyone wanted to 
touch her work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

When I first entered the studio my eye was immedi-
ately drawn to a sign propped in the window sill which 
says “Live with INTENTION”.  Literally everything in 
her studio attests to the fact she did. 
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In her own words, “My intention is to present historical and contemporary issues that continue to 
be relevant to Indian people today to a world that still relies on Hollywood as a reliable informant 
about Indian Life.” 
 
“It was a thrilling accident to discover that the vessel shapes of baskets are a non-threatening vehi-
cle to educate audiences.  But even more exciting, I am observing viewers literally leaning into my 
work, eager to learn about the history of this country’s First People, which can lead to the next won-
derful step of engaging in honest dialogue about the issues that still plague Indian people today.  
Acknowledging and addressing these past atrocities is a movement toward true racial healing, which 
has always been the goal of my work as an artist.”  
 
Needless to say she left us way to soon….her legacy lives on. 
 

The photograph that started it all …  the 

Carlisle Indian Industrial School. 

This week,  Alana delivered the documents to 
Gilcrease.  And of course that included more paper-
work!  I am so pleased that her notes, records, and 
the resulting masterful and inspiring baskets will 
have their forever home in the Gilcrease Collection. 
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Editor: Carol Stookey, 
Gillies President 

Robin Leech, Publisher 

 

Messages: 
 
Sympathy Cards sent to: 
Glenda Kilmer (death of sister) 
 
Death of Former Gillie 
Billie Reeder  
 
If you do not want a notice to appear in the Friday Footprints newsletter that you received a get well 
card, please contact the Gillies Secretary. Please send changes in contact information (address, phone, 
and email) as well as news about a Gillie who is ill to the Gillies Secretary Janet Hayes at 
jrhayes1216@gmail.com   
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