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Tour Instructions 

• All docents should arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the tour to get set up.  
 

indigenous Independence: America at 250 marks a celebratory moment in both the 
history of the United States and the institutional history of Gilcrease. Joining many other 
voices commemorating American Independence in 2026, the exhibit began by asking 
what unique stories Gilcrease Museum’s collections tell us about our shared past. Diving 
deeply into documents, rare books, and works of art revealed a complex narrative of the 
contest for sovereignty between Native Nations, American colonists, and British 
imperialists. This story reflects Thomas Gilcrease’s collecting interests as a Muscogee 
(Creek) citizen, which provides a prelude to the exhibition’s main theme when, in 1948, 
Gilcrease first beheld some of these materials on the Freedom Train. Viewing historical 
documents was an inspirational experience for him, and we hope it inspires you, too. As 
Gilcrease Museum embarks on a new chapter, Indigenous Independence is a reminder 
that we all carry the responsibility of learning from our history to more capably journey 
ahead together beyond 250. 

The main exhibit story covers the “long Revolutionary period,” but objects on 
display include materials from the early-1700s through the early 19th-century. The 
orientation (introduction) display serves as a prelude to the main exhibit exploring the 
story of Thomas Gilcrease’s collecting and the history of the Freedom Train (1947-1949). A 
concluding wall label looks forward to the present and the future. 
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• Stop 1: Tour begins with All Aboard the Freedom Train (East Wall) 
o Text Panel 
o Key Themes: Thomas Gilcrease, Collecting, 

Freedom Train (1947-1949), Democracy 
o Items: Text Panel with Photo, Two Printed Pamphlets 

about the Freedom Train, Model of the American 
Freedom Train (1975-1976) 

 
 

All Aboard  
the Freedom Train 

On January 23, 1948, the Freedom Train 
arrived in Muskogee, Oklahoma, along 
its 37,000-mile journey across the 
nation. This seven-car traveling museum 
had toured for five months, making more 
than 100 stops and welcoming its one 
millionth visitor to marvel at its display 
of 127 precious documents and objects 
from American history. The next day, it 
traveled to Tulsa. Oklahomans from all 
walks of life endured the bitter cold to 
enter the Freedom Train, including 
Muscogee (Creek) citizen, oilman, and 
collector Thomas Gilcrease.  
In 1949 several of these cherished 
documents returned to Tulsa, including 
a 1777 handwritten, certified copy of 
the Declaration of Independence. 
Gilcrease had admired these items and 

eventually secured their purchase from brothers A. S. W. and Phillip 
Rosenbach of Philadelphia, prolific dealers in manuscripts and rare books. 
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The Declaration became a cornerstone holding of Gilcrease’s personal 
museum, which opened on these grounds the same year.  
Both the Freedom Train and Gilcrease Museum were conceived at a time 
of national reflection following World War II. Civic leaders hoped that 
firsthand experiences of famous documents — either for a brief glimpse in 
a train or longer study in a museum — would reinforce Americans’ 
appreciation for their country’s democratic foundations.  
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o Talking Points:  
§ We don’t know exactly which site Thomas Gilcrease 
visited the Freedom Train, but it was either Tulsa or 
Muscogee. Later acquired 5 documents from the train.  
§ The two pamphlets on display were sold during the first 
iteration of the Freedom Train (1947-1949), including 
patriotic articles. Docents can read some of these 
online: https://archive.org/details/goodcitizenright00amerri
ch/page/n1/mode/2up   
§ The American Freedom Train (1975-76) was a different 
iteration for the Bicentennial celebrations, in Tulsa on 
March 15-18, 1976. The American Freedom Plane touring 
the United States in 2026 to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of American Independence.  

 

https://archive.org/details/goodcitizenright00amerrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/goodcitizenright00amerrich/page/n1/mode/2up
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Stop 2:  Title Wall introduces Indigenous Independence: America at 250 
o Introductory Text Graphic 
o Key Themes: Indigenous Nations, American Revolution, Native diplomacy, 

land, colonial ideas about “savagery”  

o Talking Points:  
§ This exhibition theme emerged from a closer look at the 
1777 copy of the Declaration of Independence and seeing 
Charles Thomson’s name as one of the authenticators or 
“attestors.”  Learning more about his earl experiences in 
Native diplomatic relations in Pennsylvania led to a broader 
understanding of the importance of Native Nations in the 
buildup to the Revolution and a major theme within the 
Gilcrease collections for this period.  
 
§ The typeface or font used on the Title Wall and the text 
panels and labels in the exhibition is an 18th-century font 
called “Caslon” and was Benjamin Franklin’s personal 
favorite typeface. It was also the typeface used for the first 
printings of the Declaration of Independence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 8 

• Stop 3: Diplomacy and Alliances (South Wall – East Section) 
o Text Panel 
o Key Themes: Diplomatic 

Relationships with Native 
Peoples, Alliances, 
Treaties, Indigenous 
Leaders  

o Items: Edward Hicks  
Penn’s Treaty (01.1008), 
Samuel Pleasants Jr. 
Minutes of Conferences (4826.32.1-11), John Frost “Logan’s Lament” 
(2926.1048)  Penn’s Treaty (01.1008), Samuel Pleasants Jr. Minutes of 
Conferences (4826.32.1-11), John Frost “Logan’s Lament” (2926,1048) 
o Talking Points:  

§ Edward Hicks’ Penn’s Treaty painting was modeled after Benjamin 
West’s famous Penn’s Treaty with the Indians (1771-1772) also held in 
Gilcrease’s collections, which was commissioned by Thomas Penn 
(William Penn’s son), who was embroiled in controversy nearing the 
Revolution because of Native diplomacy in Pennsylvania. You can 
tell Hick’s painting was taken from a print because the scene is reversed 
from West’s original painting, due to how all the printings were made.  
§ The Samuel Pleasants Jr., treaties is a unique archival document 
called a “composite volume of printed documents.” These were 
gathered and sewn together under one cover and contain 
minutes of several conferences and treaties with Indigenous Nations, 
including the Treaty of Easton proceedings (1757-1758). These can be 
read here: https://archive.org/details/nby_599526   
§ “Logan’s Lament” was a famous speech that Tah-gah-jute 
(“James Logan”), a Mingo leader, gave in the aftermath of 
the 1774 Yellow Creek Massacre, when Virginia settlers killed most of 
Logan’s family. It was a powerful testament to the betrayal of Native 
alliances and the immense costs of warfare and violence. Thomas 
Jefferson included the speech in his Notes on the State of 
Virginia (1787). Read it here: https://encyclopediavirginia.org/primary-
documents/logans-lament-virginia-gazette-february-4-1775/   
§ Library of Congress article about the speech: 
https://blogs.loc.gov/manuscripts/2022/09/of-note-thomas-jefferson-
thinks-again-a-new-letter-about-logan-cresap-and-the-yellow-creek-
massacre/  

 

 

https://archive.org/details/nby_599526
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/primary-documents/logans-lament-virginia-gazette-february-4-1775/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/primary-documents/logans-lament-virginia-gazette-february-4-1775/


 9 

 
 
 



 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

 

• Stop 4: Diplomacy and Alliances (South Wall – West Section) 
o Enlarged 3D Peace Medal Replica Stations 
o Key Themes: Peace Medals, 

Diplomatic Gifts and Exchange, 
Native Alliances, Treaties, 
Charles Thomson 

o Items: George II “Treaty of 
Easton” peace medal (1757) 
image and replica, Inventory 
listing returned articles intended 
as gifts to Native allies (1779), George III “Happy While United” Peace Medal 
(1764), Charles Thomson An Enquiry into the Causes (1759) 
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o Talking Points:  
§ The medal replicas on the stations should be touched 
and invite visitors to explore the detail. One pedestal has 
the verso side and the other pedestal has the recto side of 
the George II “Treaty of Easton” peace medal from 
1757. Peace medals were diplomatic tools and gifts 
exchanged between sovereign powers. The back image 
shows a Quaker and a Native American sharing a peace 
pipe with hopes for long-lasting peace. It was designed by 
Benjamin Franklin’s friend, Edward Duffield and was likely 
the first peace medal ever fully struck in North America.  
§ The inventory of gifts comes from the Sir Frederick 
Haldimand Papers in the Gilcrease archival collections, 
who was a British General and Governor of Quebec during 
the American Revolution period. The list includes gifts that 
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were part of alliance building and maintain as part of the 
British war effort. Have visitors try to read what these gifts 
included: blankets, clothing, pipes, paints, weapons. There 
is also a mention of “70 silver peace medals with the King & 
Queen’s Picture.”  
§ The other medal, George III “Happy While United” medal 
(1764) appeared during the aftermath of the Ottawa 
leader, Obwandiyag, or “Pontiac’s uprising” while the 
colonies were reeling from a coordinated attack by 
Indigenous Nations against British outposts along the 
Appalachians. This produced settler violence against Native 
communities in turn, leading to fear and anxiety in the 
buildup to the revolutionary period.   
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• Stop 5: Bridge to Declaration of Independence & 
Rhetoric of Savagery (End of South Wall – West 
Section) 

o This prepares and bridges visitors to the next 
section on the Declaration of Independence 
and its legacy 

o Key Themes: Declaration of Independence, 
Philadelphia, Independence Hall, Centennial 
Anniversary (1876) 

o Items: McRae Independence Hall, Phila. Pa, 
1776, Chappel Drafting the Declaration of 
Independence 
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o Talking Points: This wall provides a bridge to the next 
section on the Declaration of Independence and its 
legacy; Gilcrease often paired the familiar with the 
unfamiliar; so here we provide paintings of two familiar 
scenes, the iconic Independence Hall and the signing of 
the D of I by well-known Founding Fathers; across the 
hall, we ask our visitors to focus on Jefferson’s language 
and the way he described Indigenous people, using 
rhetoric that helped justify the colonists’ reasons for 
declaring their independence.  
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• Stop 6: Rhetoric of “Savagery” (North Wall – West Section) 
o Text Panel 
o Key Themes: 

Ideas about 
“Savagery,” 
Violence and 
Conflict, 
Stereotypes 
and Enduring 
Images 

o Items: True Copy of the Original Declaration of Independence (1777), Hiram 
Powers Benjamin Franklin (ca. 1849-73), John Frost Braddock and 
Washington (1841), Closer look at the Declaration of Independence, Chappel 
Fate of Jane Wells, Loudon A Selection of Some of the Most Interesting 
Narratives of Outrages (1808) 
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o Talking Points: Great Britain defined itself as the most 
civilized country in the world; civilization was the opposite of 
savagery, which was often equated with animal-like, brutalist 
behavior. British colonial settlers often defined themselves in 
opposition to the “savage” Indian, but in the context of the 
Revolutionary War, everyone was painted as a savage. American 
colonists referred to the British as “savages” because of their 
brutal war tactics and alliances with the “real” savages, 
Indigenous peoples (the fate of Jane Wells depicts a British/allied 
Indian attack on a New York settlement); Indigenous people like 
Logan referred to American settlers as savages for their cruel 
attacks on Indigenous communities; and the British called 
both Native peoples and the Americans savages for their 
uncouth, rustic lifestyles in comparison with the British gentry.  
o “Merciless Indian Savages” is the phrase Thomas Jefferson 
used to describe Native peoples in the declaration. This 
dehumanizing phrase pointed to the violence between Native 
communities and American settlers, blamed King George III for 
the violence, and sought to stir up American colonists using 
familiar language.  
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o  
• Stop 7: Native Land and Contested Boundaries (North Wall – East Section) 

o Text Panels 
o Key Themes: Lands 

and Boundaries, Native 
Nations, Trade, 
Sovereignty, 
Management of 
Territory, Land 
Speculation, East and 
West Florida 

o Items: Mouzon An Accurate Map of North & South Carolina (1775), Knight 
Thomas Jefferson (ca. 1870), John Stuart A Plan for the Management of the 
Indians and Indian Affairs (1764), James Adair, Esq. A Map of the American 
Indian Nations (c. 1740s), Survey of the Island of Tinian (1766), Order from 
Gov. Peter Chester in West Florida...Detailing Survey and layout of 5,000 
acres of unclaimed land (1770), Land Warrant and Hand-Drawn Plat Map 
(1771), Heade Florida River Scene 
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• Talking Points:   
o Land, boundaries, and territory was central to conflict leading up to and 
during the American Revolution. The large Mouzon map is a transition point 
that illustrates the convergence of colonial boundaries and Native 
territories. Colonial boundary lines intersect the names and trade paths of 
Native Nations on the map, including the Cherokee and Muscogee (Creek) 
Nations. The reality of Indigenous presence in these lands was undeniable. 
This map was drawn from land surveys, which increased across the 
American colonies from 1764-1775.   
o Thomas Jefferson had strong interests in land speculation, and his 
financial standing motivated him and other founding fatherstoward 
revolution. His western land grants conflicted with treaties agreed 
between Tribes, like the Cherokee Nation and Great Britain.  
o The Proclamation Line of 1763 was Great Britain’s attempt to stave off 
further westward settlement of Native lands and avoid costly conflict 
between settlers and Native communities. Land companies were 
restricted from issuing land grants beyond the line. Described by land 
grant companies as “unjust” and “tyrannical.”   
o The “Map of the American Indian Nations” illustrated the vast presence 
of Indigenous Nations in the southeast. James Adair’s account, while 
biased, is still valued by Chickasaw people for its information 
about Chickasaw culture 
and language.https://www.chickasaw.tv/profiles/james-adair-profile   
o Florida doesn’t always come to mind when people think about the 
American Revolution. Florida seems peripheral when we look at the 13 
colonies. But when we consider that Britain’s colonies extended from 
Canada to the Caribbean, Florida was the center. East and West Florida 
were mainland America’s 14th and 15th colonies that remained loyal to 
Great Britain. They became a refuge for fleeing Loyalists, a vital stronghold 
for the British Empire, and strategic site for Britain’s war effort. Much of 
this strategy depended on land management and strategic alliances with 
southeastern Indigenous Nations. Many of the documents here relate to 
Britain’s attempts to manage land and alliances.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.chickasaw.tv/profiles/james-adair-profile


 29 

 

 

 



 30 

Suggested Readings (all available at TU library) 
 
Blackhawk, Ned. The Rediscovery of America: Native Peoples and the Unmaking 
of U.S. History. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2023.  
 
Calloway, Colin G. The Indian World of George Washington: The First President, 
the First Americans, and the Birth of the Nation. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2018.  
 
Holton, Woody. Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of 
the American Revolution in Virginia. Chapel Hill: Published for the Omohundro 
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia, by 
the University of North Carolina Press, 1999.  
 
Kenny, Kevin. Peaceable Kingdom Lost: The Paxton Boys and the Destruction of 
William Penn’s Holy Experiment. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.  
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 We will have four documents on view in the Reading Room on 
the public viewing dates. They include: 
 
Silas Deane, scribe and signatory 
American, 1737–1789 

Benjamin Franklin, signatory 
American, 1706–1790 

A True Copy of the Original Declaration of Independence, 1777 

ink on paper 
4026.901 

 

------ 

George Washington 
American, 1732–1799 

Address to Delaware Nation, May 12, 1779 

ink on paper 
4026.8413 

 
In 1778, American colonists signed a treaty with the Lenape (Delaware) 
for aid during the Revolutionary War. When the promises to honor 
Lenape lands were ignored, the tribe appealed to Congress, proposing a 
memorial to reaffirm friendship. In this speech, George Washington 
responds, “I will do everything in my power to prevent your receiving 
any further injuries.” Nonetheless, the pattern of broken promises by 
the US continued. 
 
Joseph Warren, signatory 
American, 1741–1775 
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Paul Revere Certification, April 29, 1775 

ink on paper 
4026.900 
 
This note certifies Paul Revere as a member of a Committee of Safety, 
one of many local groups authorized by the Continental Congress to 
replace British authorities and govern the colonies prior to the 
Declaration of Independence. Dr. Joseph Warren served as the Chair of 
the Massachusetts Committee of Safety. 

 

------ 

 

Thomas Jefferson, author 
American, 1743–1826 

Letter to William Fleming, July 1, 1776 

ink on paper 
3826.71 
 
Note the date of the letter. Towards the end, Jefferson writes: “If any 
doubt has arisen as to me, my country will have my political creed in 
the form of a ‘Declaration &c.’ which I was lately directed to draw. This 
will give decisive proof that my own sentiment concurred with the vote 
they instructed us to give.” 

 


